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Codex Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text of Matthew:  Same Message?


“A person who reads the New Testament as found in Codex Sinaiticus and applies sound exegetical methods to its text will come to the very same conclusions as anyone reading a Byzantine manuscript written a thousand years later.” – James White. (KJV-Only Controversy, p. 74)

            Claims such as that one unrealistically minimize the differences between the Alexandrian text and the Byzantine Text, and downplay the mistakes made by copyists.  Let’s test that claim, comparing the text that was written by the copyist of Codex Sinaiticus () – before anyone came along later and made corrections – and the Byzantine Text as found in the Robinson-Pierpont compilation.  Let’s first look at the text of the Gospel of Matthew; in the interest of brevity I will limit the number of comparisons to 60.  I will add some comments, but for the most part I will let these comparisons speak for themselves.

● 1.  In Matthew 1:8, was Asaph a descendant of David? 

Byzantine Text:  no; Asa was a descendant of David.

            Sinaiticus:  yes. 

            To avoid attributing a bad error to Matthew, the person who uses sound exegetical methods will perceive that the Alexandrian Text actually refers to Asa but resorts to a non-standard spelling that happens to produce the same name as the name of a contemporary of David (Asaph) to whom several Psalms are attributed.

● 2.  In Matthew 1:10, was Amos a descendant of David?  

            Byzantine Text:  no; Amon was a descendant of David.

            Sinaiticus:  yes. 

            To avoid attributing a bad error to Matthew, the person who uses sound exegetical methods will perceive that the Alexandrian Text actually refers to Amon but resorts to a non-standard spelling that happens to produce the same name as the name of an Old Testament prophet (Amos).

● 3.  In Matthew 5:22, did Jesus prohibit being angry with a brother, unless there was a reason, or did Jesus prohibit being angry with a brother, without qualification?

            Byzantine Text:  Jesus prohibited being angry with a brother without a cause

            Sinaiticus:  Jesus prohibited being angry with a brother, without qualification.

            Inasmuch as Jesus is plainly said to be angry in Mark 3:5, those who utilize both sound exegetical methods and the Alexandrian Text are left with the task of defending the premise that Jesus was consistent with His own teachings.  Perhaps their sound exegetical methods will involve considering the nuances of the Aramaic terms for “anger” that Jesus used.

● 4..  In Matthew 5:19, did Jesus affirm that the person who does what the law says, and teaches others to do so, shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no. 

            The text of  skips the second half of the verse, very likely because the scribe of ’s line of sight drifted from the first occurrence of “in the kingdom of heaven” in the verse to its second occurrence, skipping all the words in between.

● 5.  Did Jesus instruct His disciples to pray, “For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever,” or not?  (See Matthew 6:13)

            Byzantine Text:  yes, Jesus did this.

            Sinaiticus:  no, Jesus did not do this.

● 6.  In Matthew 7:27, did Jesus mention that “the floods came”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The scribe of  accidentally skipped the phrase due to a parableptic error (when his line of sight shifted from the letters -μοι at the end of ποταμοι to the same letters at the end of ανεμοι). 

● 7.  In Matthew 8:3, did Matthew mention that the leper was cleansed immediately when Jesus touched him?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 8.  Did Matthew report in 8:13 that the centurion went to his house and found that the servant had been healed?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

● 9.  Where did Matthew say that the demoniacs were encountered in 8:28?

            Byzantine Text:  the country of the Gergesenes

            Sinaiticus:  the country of the Gazarenes

            The reading in the Byzantine Text is supported by Origen in the 200s, before Sinaiticus was produced.  “Gazarenes” (Γαζαρηνων) appears exclusively in Codex Sinaiticus. 

● 10.  In Matthew 8:29, did the demoniacs address Jesus by name?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 11.  In Matthew 9:15, did Jesus say, “But days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no.  

            The scribe of  carelessly skipped some text again, skipping from the first occurrence of νυμφιος in this verse to the second occurrence of the same word.

● 12.  Did Matthew report (in 9:24) that the people at the home of the young girl who had died knew that she was dead?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

● 13.  Does Matthew 9:35 say that people followed Jesus after He healed them?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

● 14.  Does Matthew 10:3 affirm that Lebbaeus was also named Thaddeus?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no 

● 15.  Did Jesus tell the apostles not to provide themselves with silver as He sent them to preach in Mathew 10:9?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 16.  Does Matthew 10:12 say that Jesus told the apostles, when entering a house, to greet those within with the blessing, “Peace to this house”?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

● 17.  Did Matthew record (in 10:39) that Jesus said, “He who finds his life will lose it”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 18.  Did Jesus say, in Matthew 11:29, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me,” or merely “Take My yoke upon you, and learn”?

            Byzantine Text:  “learn of Me.”

            Sinaiticus:  “Learn.”

● 19.  In Matthew 12:13, when Matthew described how Jesus healed the man with the withered hand, did he say that the hand that had been withered became as whole as the other?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 20.  Did Matthew say that one of Jesus’ disciples told Him, as He was speaking to the crowds, that His mother and brothers stood outside waiting to see Him?  Or to put it another way:  does Matthew 12:47 belong in the text?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 21.  Does Matthew 13:35 say that the prophet Isaiah wrote Psalm 72?

            Byzantine Text:  no.

            Sinaiticus:  yes.

            In Matthew 13:35, Sinaiticus’ text says that Isaiah the prophet is being quoted.  The quotation that is given, however, is from Psalm 78.  Now, there is another passage – Mark 1:2 – where Isaiah’s name appears in the Alexandrian Text where it does not belong, and in that case, “sound exegetical methods” provide a sort of loophole, so that even though the first part of the quotation is from Malachi rather than Isaiah, eagle-eyed exegetes can perceive that Mark combined two prophetic passages, and only named the more prominent of the two; Malachi’s material being connected in a thematic way. 

            Here in Matthew 13:35, however, there is no such loophole, for the Psalms are not the domain of Isaiah, and are not bundled together with Isaiah’s book.  The author of Psalm 78 is explicitly identified as Asaph.  Thus the person who applies sound exegetical methods to the text faces an irreconcilable contradiction in the text of Codex Sinaiticus, and down falls the doctrine of inerrancy.  (I propose in a series of detailed posts about Mark 1:2 that a better option is to realize that some early copyists occasionally added Isaiah’s name where it didn’t belong, and that Mark 1:2 and Matthew 13:35 are two of those places.)   

● 22.  Did Jesus explain, in Matthew 13:39, that the harvest is the end of the age?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

           

● 23.  Did Matthew record, in Matthew 13:41, that Jesus said that the angels are “His” angels?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 24.  Did Jesus immediately make His disciples get in the boat after the feeding of the five thousand, according to Matthew 14:22?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            Like the preceding comparison, this one shows another passage in which the scribe of  seems to have arbitrarily dropped a word that was not essential to the sense of the sentence.  Vaticanus and other Alexandrian witnesses include “immediately” (ευθεως).

● 25.  Did Jesus send the crowds away before went up a mountain to pray in Matthew 14:23?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus;  no

● 26.  In Matthew 14:30, was Peter intimidated when he saw that the wind was boisterous, or simply when he saw the wind?

            Byzantine Text:  when he saw that the wind was boisterous

            Sinaiticus:  when he saw the wind

            The Alexandrian Text’s core witnesses share a parableptic error; an early copyist’s line of sight skipped from the letters -ον in ανεμον (“wind”) to the identical letters at the end of the next word, ισχυρον (“boisterous”).

● 27.  In Matthew 15:31, did the multitudes marvel when they saw that the maimed were made whole?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  there is no mention of this (another parableptic error)

● 28.  In Matthew 16:2-3, did Jesus rebuke the Pharisees and Sadducees because they could discern the meaning of certain weather patterns, but could not discern the signs of the times?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 29.  In Matthew 17:15, did the father of the boy with an unclean spirit address Jesus as “Lord”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 30.  In Matthew 17:21, did Jesus tell His disciples, “But this kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the entire verse is absent

● 31.  In Matthew 18:11, did Jesus say, “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the entire verse is absent

● 32.  In Matthew 18:12, in the parable of the lost sheep, does Jesus mention that the shepherd leaves the ninety-nine sheep upon the mountain when he goes to search for the lost sheep?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; there is no mention of “upon the mountain”

● 33.  In Matthew 19:9, did Jesus say, “And whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no.  The final sentence of the verse is absent

● 34.  In Matthew 19:18, does Jesus include “Do not commit adultery, do not steal” among the commandments that one should keep?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 35.  In Matthew 19:20, does the young man say that he has kept the commandments since his youth?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 36.  In Matthew 20:7, as Jesus told the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, did he repeat the master’s statement, “And what is right, you shall receive”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 37.  In Matthew 20:16, does Jesus say, “For many are called, but few are chosen”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 38.  In Matthew 20:22, does Jesus ask James and John if they are able to be baptized with the baptism with which He is baptized?  And does Jesus affirm in 20:23 that they will be baptized with the baptism with which He is baptized?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 39.  In Matthew 20:30, did the two blind men at Jericho address Jesus as “Lord”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 40.  In Matthew 21:12, does Matthew refer to the temple as “the temple of God” or simply as “the temple”?

            Byzantine Text:  the temple of God

            Sinaiticus:  the temple

● 41.  Does Matthew 22:15 mention that the Pharisees plotted how they might trap Jesus in His words?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 42.  In Matthew 23:4 did Jesus say that the scribes and Pharisees devised burdens that were “hard to bear”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 43.  In Matthew 23:8, did Jesus forbid His disciples to be called “Rabbi”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the first part of the verse is absent.

● 44.  In Matthew 23:35, is Zechariah identified as the son of Berechiah?

            Byzantine Text: yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            This comparison is particularly interesting, because it catches the scribe of an old witness (Sinaiticus) removing a difficulty, whereas the vast majority of Byzantine scribes left it untouched.

● 45.  In Matthew 24:7, what does Jesus say will happen before the end of the world?

            Byzantine Text:  famines, pestilences, and earthquakes

            Sinaiticus:  earthquakes and famines

● 46.  In Matthew 24:10, did Jesus say that in the last days, many will hate one another?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no.  

Sinaiticus, rather uniquely, says that people will hand over one another to tribulation and then verse 11 commences.

● 47.  Did Jesus say in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the verse is absent.

 

● 48.  In Matthew 24:36, did Jesus specifically acknowledge that the Son does not know the day of His return?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

● 49.  In Matthew 25:22, does the servant address his master as “Lord”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 50.  In Matthew 25:42, does the King tell the goats, “I was naked, and you did not clothe Me”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no (another parableptic error)

  

● 51.  As Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper in Matthew 26:28, did He say, “This is My blood of the new covenant,” or “this is My blood of the covenant”?

            Byzantine Text:  new covenant

            Sinaiticus:  covenant

            Although the Byzantine Text’s reference to the “new covenant” can be accounted for as a harmonization to First Corinthians 11:25, it is a very widespread and very early reading.  The Alexandrian reading interlocks suspiciously well with Marcionite theology. 

● 52.  In Matthew 26:62, what does the high priest say to Jesus?

            Byzantine Text:  “Do You answer nothing?  What is it that these men testify against You?”

            Sinaiticus:  nothing; the second half of the verse is absent.

● 53.  In Matthew 26:63, does Matthew say that Jesus was silent when questioned by the high priest?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the first half of the verse is absent.  

This absence the result of another parableptic error; the copyist of accidentally skipped from “said to Him” in 26:62 to the identical phrase in 26:63, losing all the words in between.

  

● 54.  Does Matthew 27:45 specify that there was darkness “over all the land”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 55.  Does Matthew 27:49 state that Jesus was pierced with a spear before He died, and that water and blood came forth from Jesus’ body before He died?

            Byzantine Text:  no.

            Sinaiticus:  yes.

            In Matthew 27:49 – when Jesus is on the cross, and has cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” – Codex Sinaiticus includes a passage which says that one of the soldiers took a spear and pierced His side, and that water and blood flowed from the wound.  After this, in Matthew 27:50, Jesus cries out again with a loud voice, and dies.  This contradicts what is stated in John 19:30-34:  John reports that Jesus died (in 19:30), and that the soldiers pierced His side afterwards, confirming that He was already dead.  A person who applies sound exegetical methods to the text of Codex Sinaiticus cannot maintain the doctrine of inerrancy, whereas a person reading the Byzantine Text can.

● 56.  Does Matthew 27:52 report that when the earth quaked and the rocks were split, the graves were opened?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 57.  Does Matthew 27:56 name Mary Magdalene as one of the women who witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion from afar?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 58.  In Matthew 28:6, does the angel invite the women at the empty tomb to “Come, see the place where He lay,” or, “Come, see the place where the Lord lay”?

            Byzantine Text:  Come, see where the Lord lay.

            Sinaiticus:  Come, see where He lay.

● 59.  Does Matthew 28:9 begin by mentioning that “As they went to tell His disciples,” Jesus met the women?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 60.  Does Matthew 28:17 specify that when the disciples saw Jesus, they worshiped Him, or does it simply say that they worshiped?

            Byzantine Text:  they worshiped Him     

            Sinaiticus:  they worshiped

    

         It should be obvious from this comparison that the sermons of a Christian preacher in the early church using a copy of the Byzantine Text of the Gospel of Matthew certainly would not and could not be the same as the sermons prepared by a preacher who used Codex Sinaiticus, even if their methods of exegesis were identical.  Not only would they be different regarding a variety of details, but a preacher using Sinaiticus’ errant text of Matthew 13:35 and 27:49 would not reach the same conclusion about the veracity of the text as a preacher using the inerrant Byzantine text of Matthew 13:35 and 27:49.  And in passages such as Matthew 5:19, 6:13, 9:15, 10:39, 12:47, 15:31, 17:21, 18:11, 19:9, 20:16, 23:8, 24:10, 24:35, and 26:62-63, the difference between what was written by the copyist of Sinaiticus and what was written by Byzantine scribes is the difference between no text and a text.

            Similarly, a sermon preached by a preacher using Codex Sinaiticus would differ from a sermon preached by a preacher using the Byzantine Text, because the Byzantine Text does not contain the harmonizations and expansions that corrupt the text of Codex Sinaiticus in passages such as Matthew 8:13, 9:24, 9:35, 10:12, 13:35, and 27:49.  The idea that anyone, however sound their exegetical methods may be, will interpret nothing the same way he would interpret something, and draw the same conclusions, is absurd.  This is particularly true when one reading conveys an error and a rival reading does not (as is the case in Matthew 13:35 and 27:49). 

            It is not my intention today to defend in detail either the contents of Sinaiticus, or the contents of the Byzantine Text (although in most of the cases I have listed, the reading in Sinaiticus is an obvious scribal corruption, disagreeing not only with the Byzantine reading but also with the reading found in the manuscript’s Alexandrian allies).  This comparison simply shows that the text of Matthew in Codex Sinaiticus and the text of Matthew in the Byzantine Text are so different from one another that they do not elicit the “very same conclusions” from their readers.  Such a thing is not remotely possible. 

Codex Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text of Mark:  Same Message?


Here is a list of 60 translation-impacting differences between Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text in the Gospel of Mark.  

  

● 1.  In Mark 1:1, does Mark, as narrator, refer to Jesus as the Son of God?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 2.  In Mark 1:2, did Mark state that it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face”?  (The quotation is from Malachi 3:1.)

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes 
            (A four-part essay about this textual contest is available:  Part One, Part Two, Part Three, Part Four.)

● 3.  In Mark 1:28, at the beginning of His ministry as described in Mark chapter 1, did Jesus preach in the synagogues of Galilee, or on the synagogues of Judea?

            Byzantine Text:  Galilee

            Sinaiticus:  Judea

            Inasmuch as Galilee and Judea are not the same place, these two variants do not say the same thing, and one must be incorrect.  This is a mistake by the copyist of . 

● 4.  In Mark 1:32, were demon-possessed individuals brought to Jesus for healing?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  this is not stated

            The copyist of  skipped the second half of Mark 1:32, all of Mark 1:33, and the first part of verse 34, when his line of sight drifted from “and” (και) in the middle of verse 32 to the same word in the middle of verse 34.   

● 5.  In Mark 1:33, was all the city gathered at the door?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  this is not stated 

            The same parableptic error that affected the text of  in verse 32 has affected it here, resulting in the loss of verse 33.

● 6.  In Mark 1:34, does Mark state that Jesus healed many who were sick with various diseases?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            Sinaiticus lacks this statement due to the same scribal error that caused the loss of verse 33.

  

● 7.  In Mark 2:12, what did the people say after Jesus healed the paralytic and forgave his sins?

            Byzantine Text:  we never saw anything like this

            Sinaiticus:  Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel

            The text of  here is corrupted by a harmonization; the phrase was taken from Matthew 9:33.

● 8.  In Mark 3:8, were Idumeans mentioned among the people who came to Jesus?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The copyist of  accidentally skipped the phrase that mentions people from Idumaea; his line of sight drifted from και (“and”) to και.

● 9.  In Mark 3:15, does Mark say that when Jesus appointed the twelve, they were given power to heal sicknesses?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no 

● 10.  Did Jesus conclude Mark 4:24 with the words, “it shall be added to you,” or, “it shall be added to you who hear”?

            Byzantine Text:  “it shall be added to you who hear.”

            Sinaiticus:  “it shall be added to you.”

● 11.  Does Mark 4:28 include the phrase “then an ear”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The copyist of  accidentally skipped the phrase when his line of sight skipped from ειτα (“then”) to ειτα.  

● 12.  In Mark 6:4, did Jesus say, “and among his relatives”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The copyist of  accidentally skipped the phrase when his line of sight skipped from the first occurrence of “his” (αυτου, or in , εαυτου)  to the next occurrence of the word in the Alexandrian transmission-stream.

● 13.  In Mark 6:7-8, as Jesus sent forth the twelve, did He give them authority over unclean spirits?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The copyist of  accidental skipped this statement when his line of sight drifted from αυτοις (“them”) to the next occurrence of the same word, in verse 8.

● 14.  In Mark 6:11, did Jesus say that it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than it will be for a city that rejects the apostles?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no
● 15.  Does Mark 6:22 describe the young woman who danced in Herod’s presence – the young woman who is also identified in Matthew 14:6 as the daughter of Herodias – as “the daughter of Herod”?

            Byzantine Text:  no

            Sinaiticus:  yes

            Sinaiticus and some other Alexandrian witnesses also say that her name was Herodias:  της θυγατρὸς αυτου Ἡρωδιάδος, although Josephus identifies her as Salome, the daughter of Herodias from her marriage to Herod’s brother.  The idea that Mark would describe this young woman as Herod’s daughter, immediately after reporting that John the Baptist had declared Herod’s marriage to Herodias to be unlawful, seems implausible, as does the idea that Herod would happen to have a daughter with the same name as the woman who had been married to his brother.  Nevertheless, the editors of the Nestle-Aland compilation, and the editors of the NET, seem determined to prefer the more difficult reading, even when it appears to contradict Matthew 14:6, and it poses a historical improbability, and is something intrinsically unlikely for the author to have written.

● 16.  Did Mark report in 6:27-28 that a soldier beheaded John the Baptist in the prison?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The copyist of  accidentally skipped the second half of verse 27 and the first segment of verse 28 when his line of sight drifted from “his head” (την κεφαλην αυτου) in verse 27 to the same words in verse 28.  (Amazingly, this omission in the text of À has not been corrected.)

● 17.  In Mark 6:36, as the disciples said that the crowds should be dismissed, did the disciples also say specifically that the people did not have anything to eat?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no   

● 18.  Did Mark note in 7:3 that the Pharisees wash with the fist (so as to wash the entire hand, according to a certain custom), or that the Pharisees wash often?

            Byzantine Text:  with the fist

            Sinaiticus:  often

            An interesting side-note:  the KJV agrees with the rare reading found in ; however the 1611 KJV had a margin-note offering an alternative rendering (“diligently”) and mentioning that the original text means “with the fist,” which was understood by the commentator Theophylact to mean “up to the elbow.” 

● 19.  Does Mark 7:4 describe immersions, or acts in which water was poured over various objects?

            Byzantine Text:  immersions (βαπτίσωνται)

            Sinaiticus:  acts in which water was poured (ῥαντίσωνται)

● 20.  Did Jesus say “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” in Mark 7:16?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            This verse is not only absent from  but from a few other Alexandrian manuscripts too.

● 21.  Does Mark 8:7 say that Jesus commanded that the fish was to be set before the people, or did Jesus set the fish before the people?

            Byzantine Text:  Jesus commanded that the fish was to be set before the people

            Sinaiticus:  Jesus set the fish before the people

● 22.  Does Mark 8:25 say that Jesus, when He laid hands on the blind man, made him look up?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no  

● 23.  In Mark 8:26, did Jesus tell the man whose sight was restored that he was not to tell anyone in the village?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 24.  In Mark 8:29, did Peter say, “You are the Christ,” or “You are the Christ, the Son of God”?

            Byzantine Text:  “You are the Christ.”

            Sinaiticus:  “You are the Christ, the Son of God.”

            The text in  has been expanded via a partial harmonization to Matthew 16:16.

● 25.  In Mark 9:3, did Mark describe the clothing worn by Christ during the Transfiguration as “very white, like snow” or simply as “very white”?

            Byzantine Text:  “very white, like snow”

            Sinaiticus:  “very white”  

● 26.  In Mark 9:9, did Jesus tell Peter and James and John that they should tell no one about the Transfiguration when the Son of Man is risen from the dead?

            Byzantine Text:  no; He said to tell no one until then

            Sinaiticus:  yes

            Apparently the copyist of  deleted the words ει μη due to a concern that readers might misconstrue the double negative construction in the verse.

● 27.  Were the Pharisees mentioned in the question in Mark 9:11?

            Byzantine Text:  no, only the scribes

            Sinaiticus:  yes, the scribes and Pharisees are both mentioned

● 28.  In Mark 9:24, did the father of the afflicted child cry out with tears?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 29.  In Mark 9:29, did Jesus say that a particular kind of unclean spirit could only be exorcised with prayer and fasting?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no, only “with prayer.” 
            This textual contest is particularly interesting because, when combined with the textual contest in Matthew 17:21, the text of Sinaiticus is incapable of teaching the same thing that the Byzantine Text teaches on the subject of exorcism.

● 30.  In Mark 9:42, did Jesus refer to little ones who believe in Me, or simply to little ones who believe?

            Byzantine Text:  little ones who believe in Me

            Sinaiticus:  little ones who believe

● 31.  Are Mark 9:44 and 9:45b-46 included in the text, repeating for emphasis what is stated in 9:48?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 32.  Does Mark 9:49 conclude with the words, “And every sacrifice shall be salted with salt”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 33.  Does Mark 10:7 include the phrase “and cleave unto his wife”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 34.  In Mark 10:24, did Jesus say that it is hard for those who trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of heaven, or did He say that it is hard to enter into the kingdom of heaven?

            Byzantine Text:   it is hard for those who trust in riches

            Sinaiticus:  it is hard

            Sinaiticus has some allies here, such as B W Δ Ψ.  A parableptic error accounts for the shorter reading, inasmuch as the word for “is” (εστιν) ends with the same two letters as the last word in the disputed phrase, “riches” (χρήμασιν).  

● 35.  How does Peter’s statement in Mark 10:28 end?

            Byzantine Text:  we have left everything and followed You.

            Sinaiticus:  Therefore, what shall be ours?

            The text of  has been expanded via a harmonization to Matthew 19:27.

● 36.  Is one’s wife included in the list in Mark 10:29?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 37.  In Mark 10:30, what is included in the list of what may be received?

            Byzantine Text:  houses, and brothers, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands – with persecution.

            Sinaiticus:  nothing is in the verse between “in this time” and “and in the world to come, life eternal.”

● 38.  Are the scribes mentioned in Mark 10:33?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            The short reading in  is a symptom of parablepsis, και to και.

● 39.  In Mark 10:35, what do James and John say, and how does Jesus answer in verse 36?

            Byzantine Text:  they say, “Teacher, we desire that You grant to us whatsoever we desire,” and Jesus replies, “What is it that you desire Me to do for you?”

            Sinaiticus:  they say, “Teacher, we desire,” and the rest of verse 35 is missing.  All of verse 36 is also missing, and the first part of verse 37 is also missing.  The text resumes with “that one may be seated on Your right hand.”

            Apparently the line of sight of the copyist of  drifted from the word ινα (“that”) in verse 35 to the same word in verse 37, skipping all the words in between.

● 40.  How does Mark 10:40 end?

            Byzantine Text:  “for whom it has been prepared.”

            Sinaiticus:  “for whom it has been prepared by My Father.”

            The text of  has been expanded via harmonization to Matthew 20:23.

● 41.  How did Jesus describe the village where the disciples were to find the colt in Mark 11:2?

            Byzantine Text:  “across from you” (also rendered as “opposite you”)

            Sinaiticus:  there is no particular description; it is just “the village”

            The shorter reading in  is probably to be accounted for by a parableptic error in which the copyist’s line of sight drifted from the final letter of κώμην (“village”) to the final letter of “you” (υμων).

● 42.  Does Mark 11:23 end with the phrase “whatever he shall say”?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 43.  What does Jesus say in Mark 11:26?

            Byzantine Text:  “But if you do not forgive, neither shall your Father who is in heaven forgive your trespasses.”

            Sinaiticus:  nothing; the verse is not there.

            The shorter reading in the Alexandrian Text is accounted for by a parableptic error in which an early copyist’s line of sight drifted from the words τα παραπτώματα υμων (“your trespasses”) at the end of verse 25 to the same words at the end of verse 26, skipping all the words in between.

● 44.  In Mark 12:25, does Jesus affirm that in the resurrection, no one marries?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; Jesus only affirms that no one is given in marriage (the words ουτε γαμουσιν are absent)

            The shorter reading in  looks like a symptom of scribal inattentiveness; the copyist’s line of sight drifted from one occurrence of ουτε to the next occurrence.

● 45.  Is the phrase “and with all the soul” in Mark 12:33?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 46.  How many times is Jesus called “Teacher” in Mark 13:1?

            Byzantine Text:  once

            Sinaiticus:  twice

● 47.  It is easier to simply describe the weirdness of Sinaiticus’ text of Mark 13:8 than to present it in a comparison to the Byzantine Text:  the copyist of  wrote “kingdom” instead of “kingdom against kingdom,” and after “earthquake” (σεισμοι), a segment of text is missing; the text resumes with αρχη ωδείνων ταυτα (“These are the beginnings of sorrows”).  It appears that the copyist was very inattentive; besides omitting “kingdom against,” his line of sight also drifted from the letters at the end of σεισμοι to the same letters at the end of λιμοι.

● 48.  In Mark 13:14, does Jesus affirm that the abomination of desolation is mentioned by the prophet Daniel?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 49.  Does Mark 14:19 include the phrase, “And another, ‘Is it I?’”

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 50.  In Mark 14:22, in what order does Jesus give thanks for the bread, and break it?

            Byzantine Text:  He blessed it, and broke it

            Sinaiticus:  he broke it, and blessed it

● 51.  In Mark 14:30, did Jesus mention that the rooster would crow two times?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 52.  Do the false witnesses in Mark 14:58 say that they heard Jesus saying something?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

            Apparently somewhere in the transmission-stream of , a copyist accidentally skipped from οτι at the beginning of the verse to its next occurrence, thus losing the words in between; another copyist attempted to salvage the omission by inserting ειπεν.

● 53.  What did the high priest ask in Mark 14:61?

            Byzantine Text:  Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?

            Sinaiticus:  Are you the Christ, the Son of God?

● 54.  Does Mark 14:68 say that a rooster crowed?

            Byzantine Text: yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 55.  In Mark 14:71, did Peter say, “I do not know that man of whom you speak,” or, “I do not know the man”?

            Byzantine Text:  I do not know that man of whom you speak.

            Sinaiticus:  I do not know the man

● 56.  Does Mark 14:71 say that a rooster crowed a second time?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no

● 57.  Does Mark 15:28 mention the fulfillment of a prophecy from Isaiah 53:12?

            Byzantine Text:  yes

            Sinaiticus:  no; the entire verse is absent

● 58.  Does Mark affirm that Jesus was seen by Mary Magdalene after He arose from the dead?

            Byzantine Text:  yes (in Mark 16:9)

            Sinaiticus:  no; the text of Mark on the replacement-sheet in Sinaiticus stops at the end of 16:8.

● 59.  In the Gospel of Mark, does Jesus instruct His disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel?

            Byzantine Text:  yes (in Mark 16:15)

            Sinaiticus:  no; the text of Mark on the replacement-sheet in Sinaiticus stops at the end of 16:8.

● 60.  Does Mark record that Jesus ascended to the right hand of God?

            Byzantine Text:  yes (in Mark 16:19, as affirmed by Irenaeus)

            Sinaiticus:  no; the text of Mark on the replacement-sheet in Sinaiticus stops at the end of 16:8.

           While some of these differences are minor, such as the repetition in 13:1, others involve a difference between a true statement in the Byzantine Text and an error in the text in Sinaiticus, such as in 1:28 and 6:22.  In other cases, the text in Sinaiticus has been expanded via harmonization, such as in 2:12, 8:29, and 10:28.  In other cases, it has been shortened due to a scribal error, such as in 1:32-33, 1:34, 3:8, 4:28, 6:7-8, 6:27-28, 10:35-37, 11:2, 12:25, 13:8, and 14:58.  When one goes from the Byzantine Text of Mark to the text of Mark written by the copyist of Sinaiticus, much more than Mark 16:9-20 disappears; within Mark 1:1-16:8 there is, added up, practically a whole chapter’s worth of verses in Sinaiticus that that have been significantly changed due to scribal corruptions.


Codex Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text of Luke:  Same Message?
            Here are 60 translation-impacting differences between the text of Codex Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text.  (There are over 100 such differences, but I kept the total to 60 in the interest of brevity.)  
● 1.  In Luke 1:26, is Nazareth located in Judea, or in Galilee?

            :  Judea

            Byz:  Galilee

● 2.  In Luke 1:28, does the angel tell Mary, “Blessed are you among women?”

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 3.  Does Luke 1:65 say that people spoke of all these things in the hill-country of Judea?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 4.  At the end of Luke 2:14, does the angel say, “Peace on earth; goodwill to men,” or “Peace on earth to men with whom God is pleased”?

            Byz:   Peace on earth; goodwill to men

            :  Peace on earth to men with whom God is pleased

● 5.  According to Luke 2:37, how many years had Anna been a widow?

            :  about 74 years

            Byz:  about 84 years   

● 6.  Does Luke 2:43 refer to Joseph and Mary as His “parents,” or as “Joseph and His mother”?

            :  parents

            Byz:  Joseph and His mother

● 7.  In Luke 2:44, did they look for Jesus among His kinsfolk and acquaintances, or are only his kinsfolk mentioned?

            :  kinsfolk

            Byz:  kinsfolk and acquaintances

● 8.  In Luke 3:1, in what territory did Pontius Pilate serve as governor?

            :  the text does not say

            Byz:  Judea

● 9.  Does Jesus’ genealogy in Luke 3:32 mention Boaz and Salmon, or Balls and Sala?

            :  Balls and Sala

            Byz:  Boaz and Salmon

● 10.  In Luke 3:33, was Adam the father of Admin?

            :  yes

            Byz:  no

● 11.  Does Luke 4:4 include the phrase “but by every word of God”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 12.  Does Luke 4:5 say that the devil took Jesus up on a high mountain?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 13.  In Luke 4:8, does Jesus say “You get behind me, Satan”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 14.  Does Luke 4:18 include the phrase “to heal the broken-hearted”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 15.  In Luke 5:14, did Jesus tell the healed leper to show himself to the priest?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 16.  Besides tax collectors, did others sit down in Luke 5:29?

            :  others are not mentioned

            Byz:  yes

● 17.  Does Luke 5:38 include the phrase, “and both are preserved together”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 18.  Does Luke 6:17 mention people from Perea?

            :  yes

            Byz:  no

● 19.  Does Jesus say in Luke 6:44 that people do not gather grapes from a bramble-bush, or that people do not gather grapes from a sprout?

            :  from a sprout

            Byz:  from a bramble-bush

● 20.  In Luke 6:48, did Jesus say that the house “was well-built,” or that it was “built upon the rock”? 

            :  it was well-built

            Byz:  it was built upon the rock

● 21.  In Luke 8:37, where was the multitude from?

            :  around the country of the Gergesenes

            Byz:  around the country of the Gadarenes

● 22.  Does Luke 8:40 say that the people in the crowd were all looking for Jesus, or that they were all looking for God?

            :  for God (τον Θν)
            Byz:  for Jesus (αυτον, Him)

● 23.  Does Luke 8:47 include the statement that the women saw that she was not hid?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 24.  Does Luke 8:47 say that the woman told the crowd why she had touched Jesus?

            : no

            Byz:  yes

● 25.  Does Luke 8:54, referring to those who mocked, mention that Jesus put them all out?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 26.  Does Luke 8:55 say that the girl who had been dead arose immediately?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 27.  Does Luke 9:7 describe Herod as a tetrarch?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 28.  Does Luke 9:10 mention Bethsaida by name?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes
● 29.  In Luke 10:32, does the Parable of the Good Samaritan include a Levite?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 30.  At the end of Luke 12:37, did Jesus say that the master, when he comes, will serve his faithful servants?

            :  no 

            Byz:  yes

● 31.  Does Jesus say in Luke 12:39 that the master of the house would have watched if he had known when the thief was coming?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 32.  In Luke 12:52, did Jesus say that there shall be five in one house divided?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 33.  Does the ruler of the synagogue say in Luke 13:14 that it is fitting for man to work six days a week?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 34.  Does Jesus say in Luke 13:25 that some people shall stand outside when they ask for the door to be opened?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes  

● 35.  In Luke 14:15-16, does someone say, “Blessed are those who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”?  

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 36.  In Luke 15:13, does Jesus mention that the prodigal son wasted his wealth on riotous living?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 37.  Does Luke 16:16 say that everyone is pressing into the kingdom of God?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 38.  Does Jesus conclude Luke 17:9 with the comment, “I know not”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 39.  In Luke 17:10, does Jesus make a statement about what should be done when everything that was commanded has been done?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 40.  In Luke 17:12, does Luke mention that the ten lepers stood afar off?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 41.  In Luke 17:35, does Jesus say that two shall be grinding; one shall be taken and the other shall be left?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 42.  In the parable in Luke 18:11, does the Pharisee in the temple pray “with himself”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 43.  Does Luke 18:24 report that Jesus became very sorrowful?   

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 44.  In Luke 20:23, does Jesus ask a question?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 45.  In Luke 20:28, did the Sadducees mention the qualification about a man dying childless? 

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 46.  In Luke 20:30, did the Sadducees specifically say that the second brother took the woman as his wife, and died childless?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 47.  In Luke 21:8, does Jesus predict that many will come and say, “The time is near”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 48.  Does Luke 22:6 mention that Judas made a promise?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 49.  In Luke 22:53, did Jesus tell those arresting Him, “This is your hour”?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 50.  Does Luke 22:64 mention that Jesus was being struck on the face?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 51.  In Luke 23:5, did the people say that Jesus had been teaching throughout all of Judea?

            : no

            Byz:  yes

● 52.  In Luke 23:42, did the repentant thief address Jesus as “Lord”?

            :  no
            Byz:  yes

● 53.  Does Luke 24:1 report that the women at the tomb had some others with them?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 54.  In Luke 24:12, did Peter see the linen clothes lying by themselves?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 55.  According to Luke 24:13, how far was Emmaus from Jerusalem?

            :  one hundred and sixty stadia

            Byz:  sixty stadia 

● 56.  Does Luke 24:27 say that Jesus explained all of the Scriptures about Him?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 57.  In Luke 24:31, does Luke say that when the two travelers’ eyes were opened, they knew Him?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 58.  Does Luke 24:42 say that Jesus ate a piece of honeycomb?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 59.  In Luke 24:46, does Jesus say that it was fitting for the Messiah to suffer?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

● 60.  Does Luke 24:51 say that Jesus was carried up into heaven?

            :  no

            Byz:  yes

           At some point, readers should be asking, “How reliable is the text of Codex Sinaiticus?”  A longer list of its unusual readings would demonstrate that it is more unreliable than the average medieval Byzantine manuscript – but to just give some idea of its unreliability:  red dots that accompany a listing indicate that  disagrees not only with the Byzantine Text, but also with the Nestle-Aland compilation (41 out of these 60 entries).          

Codex Sinaiticus and the Byzantine Text of John:  Same Message?

Here are 100 translation-impacting differences between the Byzantine Text and the text written by the copyist of Codex Sinaiticus.  The readings from Sinaiticus in this list vary in size and in the amount of impact that they have on translation – in one case, 12 verses are affected; in some other cases, a single word is changed.  In several cases, the reading in Codex Sinaiticus constitutes a false statement.
            Red dots accompany cases where the Byzantine Text and the Nestle-Aland compilation both disagree with the reading written by the copyist of Codex Sinaiticus.  Black dots accompany cases where Codex Sinaiticus and the Nestle-Aland compilation agree with each other and disagree with the Byzantine reading; there are fourteen such cases (among these particular 100 variant-units).
● 1.  In John 1:15, does John the Baptist say that Jesus is the One he was speaking of before?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 2.  Does John 1:17 affirm that grace and truth come from Jesus Christ?

            ﬡ:  no (the word “Christ” is absent)

            Byz:  yes

● 3.  Does John 1:18 refer to “the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father” or to “only begotten God in the bosom of the Father”?

            ﬡ:  only begotten God in the bosom of the Father

            Byz:  the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father

● 4.  Does John 1:20 emphasize John the Baptist’s confession by mentioning twice that he confessed?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 5.  In John 1:34, does John the Baptist affirm that Jesus is the Son of God, or that Jesus is the chosen one of God?

            ﬡ:  chosen one of God

            Byz:  Son of God

● 6.  Does John 2:3 contain a phrase which says that they did not have wine, because the wine for the marriage-feast was finished?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 7.  Does John 2:6 say that the waterpots were standing there?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 8.  Does John 2:10 specifically say that Jesus manifested His glory?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 9.  Does John 2:12 mention Jesus’ disciples?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

               

● 10.  Does John 2:21 specify that Jesus spoke of the temple of His body?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 11.  In John 3:8, does Jesus describe “everyone who has been born of water and of the Spirit”?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no (Jesus describes “everyone who has been born of the Spirit”)

● 12.  Does John 3:13 mention “the Son of Man who is in heaven”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 13.  Does John 3:16 affirm that God gave His only begotten Son?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 14.  Does John 3:20 affirm that everyone who hates the light does not come to the light?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 15.  Does John 3:21 affirm that the one who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 16.  Does John 3:31 affirm that He who comes from heaven is above all?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 17.  Does John 4:1 refer to Jesus as “the Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 18.  Does John 4:9 say that Jews have no dealings with Samaritans?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 19.  In John 4:19, does the Samaritan woman refer to Jesus as “Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 20.  Does John 4:39 specify that many of the Samaritans believed on Him?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 21.  Does John 4:45 say that the Galileans received Him?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 22.  Does John 5:3 mention that the sick people were waiting for the moving of the waters?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 23.  Does John 5:4 say that an angel stirred up the waters, and that the one who first entered the pool after the waters were stirred up would be healed?

            ﬡ:  no (the entire verse is absent)

            Byz:  yes

● 24.  Does John 5:9 say that the man immediately became whole?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes        

● 25.  Does John 5:14 mention that the healed man found Jesus healing in the temple?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 26.  Does John 5:16 say that the Jews sought to kill Jesus?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 27.  In John 5:25, does Jesus refer to an hour that is coming and now is?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 28.  Does John 5:26 say that the Father has given to the Son to have life in Himself?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 29.  In John 6:10, how does John describe the place where Jesus fed the five thousand?

            ﬡ:  there was much place in that place

            Byz:  there was much grass

● 30.  In John 6:10, about how many men were present?

            ﬡ:  three thousand

            Byz:  five thousand

● 31.  Does John 6:11 say that Jesus gave the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to those who were sitting down?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 32.  Does John 6:15 say that Jesus withdrew from the crowd, or that He escaped the crowd?

            ﬡ:  He escaped

            Byz:  He withdrew

● 33.  In John 6:26, does Jesus’ statement begin, “You seek me”?

            ﬡ:  no
            Byz:  yes  

● 34.  Does John 6:27 say that God the Father has sealed the Son of Man?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 35.  In John 6:39, does Jesus say something specifically about the will of the One who sent Him?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 36.  In John 6:42, do the Jews affirm that they know Jesus’ mother?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 37.  In John 6:46, does Jesus say that He who is from God has seen the Father?

            ﬡ:  no; Jesus says that He who is from the Father has seen God.

            Byz:  yes

● 38.  In John 6:47, does Jesus say that the one who believes in Him has eternal life?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 39.  In John 6:55, does Jesus say that His blood is truly drink?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 40.  Does John 6:64 refer to Jesus as “the Savior”?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 41.  In John 6:69, does Simon Peter describe Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” or as “the Holy One of God”?

            ﬡ:  the Holy One of God

            Byz:  the Christ, the Son of the living God

● 42.  In John 7:6, does Jesus say “My time is not yet come,” or “My time is not come”?

            ﬡ:  My time is not (ου) come

            Byz:  My time is not yet (ουπω) come

● 43.  In John 7:7, does Jesus say specifically that He testifies concerning the world?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 44.  In John 7:8, does Jesus say, “I am not going up to this feast,” or “I am not yet going up to this feast”?

            ﬡ:  I am not (ουκ) going up to this feast

            Byz:  I am not yet (ουπω) going up to this feast

            (Papyrus 66, Papyrus 75, and Codex Vaticanus agree with Byz here)

● 45.  Does John 7:22 begin with “Therefore”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 46.  In John 7:26, do the people ask a question about the high priest?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 47.  In John 7:27, do the people raise a question about the signs the Messiah will do?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 48.  Does John 7:35 say that the Jews said something among themselves?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 49.  In John 7:37, does Jesus say, If anyone thirsts, “let him come to Me and drink”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 50.  Does John 7:50 say anything about Nicodemus’ previous encounter with Jesus?

             ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 51.  Does the Gospel of John contain an episode about Jesus and a woman caught in adultery, in which Jesus says “Go and sin no more”?

            ﬡ:  no (John 7:53-8:11 is absent)

            Byz:  yes

● 52.  Does John 8:20 say that Jesus was teaching in the temple?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 53.  In John 8:26, does Jesus specifically say that the Father has sent Him?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 54. Does John 8:27 specifically say that Jesus was speaking of God as the Father?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 55.  In John 8:35, does Jesus affirm that the Son abides forever?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 56.  In John 8:52, does Jesus say something about death?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 57.  In John 8:57, did the Jews ask Jesus, “Have you seen Abraham,” or “Has Abraham seen You”?

            ﬡ:  has Abraham seen You?

            Byz:  have you seen Abraham? 

● 58.  Does John 8:59 report that Jesus went through their midst, and so passed by” as He left the temple?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 59.  Does John 9:10 specifically mention the Jews?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 60.  In John 9:38, does the formerly blind man say to Jesus, “Lord, I believe”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 61.  In John 9:39, does the formerly blind man worship Jesus?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz: yes

● 62.  Does John 10:10 specifically refer to eternal life?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 63.  In John 11:31, were the Jews thinking that Jesus was going to the tomb to weep there, or were they Jews saying that Mary was going to the tomb to weep there?

            ﬡ:  they were thinking that Jesus was going to the tomb

            Byz:  they were saying that Mary was going to the tomb

● 64.  In John 11:50, does Caiaphas say “It is profitable for us that one man should die,” or does he say, “It is profitable that one man should die”?

            ﬡ:  it is profitable

            Byz:  it is profitable for us

● 65.  Does John 12:1 specify that the individual named Lazarus is “the one who had died”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 66.  In John 12:25, did Jesus say that he who hates his life in this world shall keep it?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 67.  In John 12:31, does Jesus say something about the prince of this world?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes


● 68.  Does John 13:1 say that Jesus loved “His own” who were in the world, or “the Jews” who were in the world?

            ﬡ:  the Jews

            Byz:  His own

● 69.  In John 13:6, does Simon Peter address Jesus as “Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 70.  In John 13:9, does Simon Peter address Jesus as “Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 71.  In John 13:10, does Jesus say something about washing feet?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 72.  In John 13:12, did Jesus take their garments, or His garments?

            ﬡ:  their garments

            Byz:  His garments

● 73.  Does John 13:22 say that the Jews looked, one another, upon the disciples?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no

● 74.  In John 13:24, does Simon Peter (a) motion to the disciple whom Jesus loved to ask Jesus to whom He referred, and (b) tell the disciple to ask Him of whom He spoke?

            ﬡ:  yes

            Byz:  no; only the first action is mentioned

● 75.  How does John 13:32 begin?

            ﬡ:  “Also God shall glorify Him in Himself” 

            Byz:  “If God has been glorified in Him”     

● 76.  In John 13:37, Does Simon Peter address Jesus as “Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes  

● 77.  In John 14:16, does Jesus say that He will keep the Father, or that He will ask the Father?

            ﬡ:  keep

            Byz:  ask

● 78.  In John 15:10, does Jesus say, “If you keep My commandments, you shall abide in My love”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 79.  Does John 15:21 say that people will do these things “to you”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 80.  In John 16:9, does Jesus say that the Comforter will convict the world concerning sin because “they believe on Me” or “because they do not believe on Me”?

            ﬡ:  because they believe on Me

            Byz:  because they do not believe on Me

● 81.  In John 16:15, does Jesus say, “All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He will take of Mine, and shall show it to you”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 82.  Does John 16:16 end with the phrase “because I go to the Father”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 83.  In John 16:17, does Jesus mention the phrase, “A little while, and you shall not see Me”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 84.  In John 17:8, does Jesus affirm that the people who were given to Him have known truly that He came from the Father?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 85.  Does John 17:10 begin with the phrase, “And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 86.  Does John 17:17 include the phrase, “Your word is truth”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 87.  In John 17:26, does Jesus refer to “the love in which You loved Me” or to “the love in which You loved them”?

            ﬡ:  the love in which You loved them

            Byz:  the love in which You loved Me

● 88.  In John 19:13, is the judgment seat in a place that is called Gabbatha, or Golgotha?

            ﬡ:  Golgotha

            Byz:  Gabbatha      

● 89.  Does John 19:20 say that the title was read by many of the Jews, and that it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin?

            ﬡ:  no (the whole verse is absent)

            Byz:  yes

● 90.  Does John 19:21 say that the chief priests told Pilate not to write “King of the Jews”?

            ﬡ:   no

            Byz:  yes

● 91.  Does John 19:23 mention that the soldiers also took Jesus’ tunic?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 92.  In John 19:26, does John say that Jesus saw His mother?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 93.  Does John 19:38 say that Joseph of Arimathea “took the body of Jesus,” or that Joseph of Arimathea “took Him”?

            ﬡ:  took Him

            Byz:  took the body of Jesus

● 94.  Does John 20:3 say that Peter and the other disciple came to the tomb?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 95.  Does John 20:5 mention that the other disciple did not enter the tomb?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 96.  Does John 20:6 say that Simon Peter came and entered the tomb?
            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 97.  In John 21:15, does Jesus call Simon “son of Jonah”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes (the Alexandrian Text has “son of John” – but ﬡ has neither)

● 98.  In John 21:20, did Peter see the disciple whom Jesus loved, following?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 99.  In John 21:21, did Peter address Jesus as “Lord”?

            ﬡ:  no

            Byz:  yes

● 100.  Does John 21:23 end with the phrase, “What is that to you”?

            ﬡ: no

            Byz:  yes

● Bonus:  Does the Gospel of John end with a statement to the effect that the world could not contain the books that would be written if all of Jesus’ deeds were written down?

            ﬡ:  no (the copyist concluded the text at the end of John 21:24, and wrote the closing-title after that.  However, his supervisor apparently overruled his decision to remove verse 25; the closing title was erased, and verse 25 was added along with the closing title below it.)

            Byz:  yes

Conclusion


These 280 comparisons, in which the text of ( and the Byzantine Text give opposite answers, show that the claim that readers using sound exegetical methods would reach the very same conclusions, regardless of whether they used a medieval Byzantine manuscript, or Codex Sinaiticus, is untrue.


In addition, not only would such readers read many opposite conclusions, but such readers using the text of Codex Sinaiticus would conclude that the text is errant, in light of Codex Sinaiticus’ text’s erroneous statements in Matthew 13:35, Matthew 27:49, Mark 1:28, Mark 6:22, Luke 1:26, Luke 3:32-34, Luke 24:13, John 13:12, John 16:9, and John 19:13.
●●●●●●●

